January 15, 2019

When he was not working, he spent his time
within his beloved community. His love of air-
planes persisted throughout his entire life, evi-
dent by his membership to the Pueblo Histor-
ical Aircraft Society and the 22 years he spent
volunteering at the local aircraft museum. He
was also an avid amateur radio operator,
member of the American Radio Relay League,
and the local Ham Club. He was a member of
numerous veteran’s organizations including
the Navy League, American Legion, Veterans
of Foreign Wars, and the Retired Enlisted As-
sociation. Mr. Pearce also participated in orga-
nizations such as Elks Lodge No. 90, Masonic
Lodge No. 95, Al Kaly Shrine, and the South-
ern Colorado Consistory.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Pearce’s dedication
and love of family will long be remembered. It
is my privilege to acknowledge him here
today, and express heartfelt gratitude for his
dutiful service to his community and this na-
tion.

—————

IN MEMORY OF MRS. JOHNNIE LEE
BROWN COLLIER

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor a dedicated woman of
God, great wife, steadfast mother, and friend
of longstanding, Mrs. Johnnie Lee Brown Col-
lier. Sadly, Mrs. Collier passed away on De-
cember 27, 2018. Her funeral service was
held on Thursday, January 3, 2019 at 11 am
at the Fourth Street Missionary Baptist Church
in Columbus, Georgia.

Mrs. Johnnie Lee Brown Collier was born on
October 22, 1926, in Columbus, Georgia to
the union of Cleola Daniel Brown and John
Brown, Sr. She gave her life to Christ and was
baptized at an early age at Rosehill Memorial
Baptist Church. From that time on, God con-
tinued to be the center of her life until her
passing. She served as the Sunday School
Superintendent and Church Clerk at Rosehill
before moving her membership to the Fourth
Street Missionary Baptist Church in 1957. Her
first pastor at Fourth Street was the late Rev-
erend Henry Harris. Mrs. Collier paved the
way for others as she was the first Church
Secretary at Fourth Street. She was a natural
and gifted leader as she served in a variety of
leadership positions at Fourth Street to include
the Deacon’s Wives (she served as Chair-
person for two terms), PICCM Community
Leader in Zebulon Community, Women’s Day
Speaker, 1961, Chairperson of Program and
Pastoral Relations Committee, and was the
Roast and Toast Honoree n 1996.

Mrs. Collier was the epitome of a great wife
and mother. She married the late Deacon
Samuel Lee Collier on April 26, 1950. God
blessed this union for 34 years until Deacon
Collier's untimely death on May 27, 1984. Six
children were born to this union to include two
sets of twins: Bernice Collier Collins, Bernard
Collier (deceased), Agnes Collier Averett,
Samuel Lee Collier, Jr., Michelle Collier
McClain, and Michael Collier. Fred Rogers
once said that, “It's not so much what you
have in life that matters, It's what we do with
what we have.” Mrs. Collier did a lot for others
with what she had. In addition to her own chil-
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dren, she served as a mother figure to her sib-
lings and countless others she found in need
of guidance and a helping hand.

Former Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm
once said that, “Service is the rent that we
pay for the space that we occupy here on this
earth.” Mrs. Collier paid her rent and she paid
it well. She served in a variety of community
organizations to include: Electric City Chapter
482 of the Order of the Eastern Stars (Worthy
Matron), Spencer High Alumni (Class of
1943), and she was a Muscogee County
Board of Elections Voting Precinct Manager
and she traveled to various state conventions
to further her knowledge of the voting process.
She was also an entrepreneur and a photog-
rapher. Her professional career took her to the
Medical Center, the Area Mental Health Clinic,
and the Enrichment Services Program Her be-
nevolence extended throughout the community
and she often used her influence and net-
working to help others to find gainful employ-
ment.

Madam Speaker, my wife Vivian and |,
along with the more than 730,000 constituents
of the Second Congressional District of Geor-
gia, salute and honor the life of Mrs. Johnnie
Lee Brown Collier. | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join us in extend-
ing our deepest condolences to Mrs. Collier's
family during this time of bereavement. We
pray that they will be consoled and comforted
by an abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the
days, weeks and months ahead.

————

HONORING JOHNSON COUNTY
SHERIFF STEVE KOZISEK’S RE-
TIREMENT

HON. LIZ CHENEY

OF WYOMING
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Ms. CHENEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to extend my congratulations to Johnson
County Sheriff Steve Kozisek on his retire-
ment.

Sheriff Kozisek retired after 46 years of
dedicated service for the people of Wyoming.
After serving his country in the U.S. Army,
Sheriff Kozisek began his distinguished career
as a police officer in his hometown of New-
castle, Wyoming. Having served as Johnson
County Sheriff for 16 years, Sheriff Kozisek
has decided to lay down his badge and his
gun and pursue a quiet retirement spending
time with his wife and grandchildren.

The people of Johnson County are incred-
ibly proud of Sheriff Kozisek and grateful for
his decades of service. Again, Madam Speak-
er, | wish to extend my sincere congratulations
to Sheriff Kozisek on his retirement and |
thank him for his dedication to service and
helping others. It is men and women like Sher-
iff Kozisek that make the state of Wyoming
great.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JAMES R. BAIRD

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, due to weath-
er-related transportation issues beyond my

E45

control, | was unable to vote on January 14,
2019.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on Roll Call No. 30.

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
CRAIG M. STEPHENS

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, today | rise to
remember the life of Craig M. Stephens, age
74, who passed away peacefully at his home
on August 28, 2018, surrounded by his family.

Craig was born in Columbus, Kansas in
1944, the son of two teachers. After moving to
Ohio in 1956, he attended Kent State Univer-
sity High School before graduating from Kent
State University in 1968. Craig was actively in-
volved in student government. He was elected
as the first Student Body President at KSU, he
revived the Democrat Club, and he was in-
vited to the White House. As an under-
graduate, he also managed John Carson’s
successful campaign for Kent Mayor and at
age 22 was named Safety Director for the City
of Kent from 1966 to 1968.

After graduation, Craig enlisted in the U.S.
Army and served as Special-Agent Military In-
telligence for 3 years. Following his honorable
discharge, Craig enrolled in Akron University
Law School where he began his career in the
law offices of Giulitto and Dickinson after grad-
uating in 1973. Soon after, he started his own
private practice where he represented the
rights of the working class specializing in
criminal law. Craig was well respected
throughout the region as an intelligent, straight
shooting attorney who always told it like it is.
Beyond his practice though, Craig volunteered
his time and expertise to organizations such
as the NAACP, Boys & Girls Club, NEOCAP,
Juvenile Detention Center, Portage Country
Community Action Council, and Waterloo
School District. Until his death, Craig contin-
ued to selflessly serve his community as the
Chairman of the Portage County Democratic
Party and Member and Chairman of the Por-
tage County Board of Elections.

Over 50 years of service, Craig played a
critical role in the campaigns of over 60 local,
state and national officials turning Portage
County into a stronghold for the Democratic
Party with his labeled “green machine” fea-
turing his candidates’ signature green political
signs. Labeled the “King Maker”, Craig was
known for challenging the Democratic estab-
lishment and introducing new candidates into
the party. Over the same time period, Craig
took similar pride turning the family property in
Randolph from an old farm into a showpiece
that held every County Democratic Picnic
since the early 1990s, numerous wedding and
birthday events and kids camping overnights.
He could typically be found working in his barn
or out operating equipment, most recently
joined by his grandson, Xavier, who liked
nothing more than working on equipment with
his Grandpa.

Craig was married to the love of his life and
his better half, Ruth (Enlow), for 42 years. To-
gether they have two children, Justin Ste-
phens and Samantha (Hank) Stephens/
Brooks; and two grandchildren, Xavier and
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